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This research will address several key historical realities overlooked in reference 
to African Americans during the War of 1812. One, that African Americans 
played a significant role in the successes of United States military conflicts during 
the war. Two, an acknowledgement that African Americans used military service 
as a way to demonstrate their legitimacy as American citizens. Finally, military 
service proved to be a viable method of resistance to the institution of slavery 
during both the American Revolution and the War of 1812. I will pay particular 
attention to African Americans who escaped slavery to enlist in Six Companies of 
British Colonial Marines resettled in Trinidad upon conclusion of the war. 
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INTRODUCTION 
African Americans have played a significant role in every military conflict in 
American History. However, pre-Civil War, the roles of African Americans in the 
military have remained a footnote, if discussed at all. With this approach, several 
key historical realities are overlooked. One, that African Americans played a 
significant role in the successes of United States military conflicts prior to the 
Civil War. Two, African Americans used military service as a way to demonstrate 
their legitimacy as Americans. Finally, military service proved to be a viable 
method of resistance to the institution of slavery during both the American 
Revolution and the War of 1812. This research will outline the involvement of 
African Americans in the War of 1812. It will pay particular interest to those 
African Americans who escaped slavery to enlist in Six Companies of British 
Colonial Marines resettled in Trinidad after the war. The Colonial Marines were a 
branch of the British Navy composed predominately of colored soldiers.1 My 
conclusions will be derived from literature of the War of 1812 and slavery in the 
nineteenth century. Conclusions will also be drawn from a compiled database of 
available information regarding members of the Colonial Marines. 
1 Weiss, John M. The Merikens: Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-
16. London: McNish & Weiss, 2002. 
1 
African Americans participated in the War of 1812, and by doing so, proved once 
again how valuable Black soldiers were and that siding with the British could 
serve as a model for emancipation. African Americans played a vital role in the 
War of 1812- for both America and England. The purpose of this research is to 
illustrate how the omission and/or marginalization of the African American role in 
the War of 1812 does a grave disservice to understanding African American 




ORIGINS OF WAR 
The War of 1812 is a forgotten war in America's past, not on a scholarly 
level but by the general American public. It is a war of great interest in 
understanding the logic and mentality of a fledgling country trying to maneuver 
politically with two of the most powerful nations in the world, France and Great 
Britain. The war played a significant role for African Americans, which is the 
focus of this research, but before indulging the legacy of African American 
participation, I will first give a background on policies that led to war. 
Historian Donald Hickey traces the origins of the war to post-George 
Washington American politics during the Presidency of John Adams. Adams 
accepted the presidency of a nation that was still trying to figure out its place in 
the world. Adams also had to contend with a nation lacking in unity and not 
afraid to express political differences. Adams, the only non-Virginian among 
America's first four presidents, brought a New England sensibility that even he 
thought would not get him elected. 1 Adams was a Federalist, and his federalist 
views led to a stable nation but created great opposition from his Republican 
counterparts.2 
1 Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
2 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 1989. 
3 
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Being a Federalist was a concern to many citizens. Federalist had a reputation 
for being an advocate of strong central government in a country that highly 
valued states' rights. Federalist policies allowed the Federal government to take 
great liberties in taxing the country, even though at the time taxes were 
considered mainly a state issue. Most of all, many citizens felt the Federalists 
were too pro-British in a heavily Anglophobic nation 1 
Adams was greatly opposed to the French Revolution. This opposition 
was seen as a problem to the Republicans who remembered the ally that France 
had been during the Revolutionary War. 2 Also, Adams' support of the Jay Treaty 
with Great Britain was cause for contempt among members of the Republican 
Party and many citizens due to the appearance that it made America look weak 
in the eyes of the British?4 The Jay Treaty, officially titled "Treaty of Amity 
Commerce and Navigation, between His Britannic Majesty; and The United 
States of America," was negotiated by Supreme Court Chief Justice John Jay 
and signed between the United States and Great Britain on November 19, 1794. 
Tensions between the two countries had increased since the end of the 
Revolutionary War. The British had continued to maintain military posts in 
America's Northwestern Territory. The British were also believed to be 
supporting Native American uprisings in the northwest. However, the main 
1 Perkins, Bradford. Prologue to War: Eng/and and the United States 1805-1812. 
Berkeley, California: University of California Press, 1963.; ibid.; Langguth, A.J. 
Union-1812-. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
2 Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
3 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 1989. 
4 Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
4 
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source of contention was British interference with American commercial trade. 
Jay was only partially successful in getting Britain to meet America's demands, 
and American opposition to the treaty was intense.5 Although President George 
Washington was disappointed with the treaty's provisions, he felt it was the best 
hope to avert war with Great Britain and submitted it to the Senate for approval. 
Jay's Treaty passed the Senate by a vote of 20 to 10, exactly the two-thirds 
required for approval.6 The goal of the Jay Treaty was to normalize commercial 
activity with Great Britain during times of war. Instead it effectively destroyed 
America's rapport with France. And if these actions were not enough, Americans 
saw Adams and the Federalist as British sympathizers. Adams, being a 
Federalist, supported a style of government that the Republicans thought was a 
sign of the federal government over stepping its authority. Adams approved 
Federalist legislation that allowed for a national bank and buildup of the military.7 
Historians argued that Adams and the Federalist style of government was 
actually best for the nation.B The Federalists subscribed to the Roman doctrine 
proclaimed and popularized by George Washington, that the best way to 
preserve peace was to prepare for war. 9 The Federalist implemented a broad 
program of financial and military preparedness during the 1790s. In the 
5 "Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between His Britannic Majesty 
and the United States of America." Washington: Neale and Kammere Publishing, 
1775. 
6 Combs, Jerald A. The Jay Treaty: Political Battleground of the Founding 
Fathers. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1970.; Hickey, Donald R. The War of 
1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989. 
7 Ibid 
Blbid 
9 "Fifth Annual Message to Congress." Washington, DC, December 3, 1793. 
5 
Federalist preparedness plan, the federal government assumed responsibility for 
more than seventy-five million dollars of debt accumulated by Continental and 
state governments during the American Revolution. They also made provisions 
for the federal government to impose internal and external taxes. This led to the 
creation of the national bank. As a result of these actions, public credit was 
restored, millions of dollars in investment capital was created, and a stable and 
uniform currency was created. 1o 
Not only did the Federalists work to secure America's economy but also to 
expand the country's defenses. They increased the army from 840 men to 5,400 
men. They re-established the navy. A campaign to build fortifications along the 
eastern coastline was implemented to help coastal cities defend against attack 
by water.11 
However, what hurt Federalists most was their pro-British foreign policy 
and their perceived elitist form of government.12 What was perceived as the fatal 
flaw of the Federalist Party had much to do with America's policy of neutral rights 
as the bases of American Foreign policy. America did not wish to get involved in 
the political turmoil of Europe; it did want access to European trade. Therefore, it 
was imperative that, during a time of conflict, America would not be restricted in 
10 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
11 Ibid.; Kohn, Richard H. Eagle and Sword: The Federalists and the creation of 
the military establishment in America. New York: Free Press, 1975. 
12 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989.; Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1965.; Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 2006. 
6 
its trade with the European continent. It was ever-pressing at the time because 
the Anglo-French War was being waged in Europe.13 
The Anglo-French War and how America would maneuver through British 
and French policies to maintain free trade with Europe directly leads to America 
going to war against the British.14 However, at the same time war was being 
waged in Europe, Thomas Jefferson, a Republican, was elected President. He 
and a Republican congress systematically did away with the policies and 
achievements of the Federalists. They also became increasingly angered by 
British infringement on what they perceived as their right to neutrality. 
America valued a stance of neutrality. America was becoming a 
commercial power and did not want conflicts in Europe to infringe upon its right to 
free and open trade. In 1801 France and Great Britain entered into the Peace of 
Amiens-which served as an armistice between Britain and France. The peace 
lasted until 1803, during which time it had an adverse affect on American trade. 
It eliminated neutral commercial opportunities upon which America had 
capitalized. 15 In the nearly two years of peace, America's international trade 
plummeted due to the freedom of Great Britain to gain access to the European 
13 Benn, Carl. The War of 1812. New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 
2003.; Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1989.; Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon 
& Schuster, 2006. 
14 Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1965.; Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1989.; Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon 
& Schuster, 2006. 
15 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
7 
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continent. 16 America had gained greatly from the military strife between Great 
Britain and France. However, the Peace of Amiens was short lived, and 
confrontation between Great Britain and France resumed. 
Once both great European powers resumed warfare, American exports 
began to rise. James Monroe, then American Minister in London, wrote: "The 
truth is that our commerce never enjoyed in any war, as much freedom, and 
indeed favor from this [government] as it now does."17 This good would be a 
passing sensation for Monroe because, just over a year later, he accused Great 
Britain of a plan "to subject our [America's] commerce at present and hereafter to 
every restraint in their power.,,18 What changed for Monroe was the fact that 
Great Britain had begun to question America's commercial success and accused 
them of using fraudulent means to gain a trade advantage. 19 
American suspicion caused Great Britain to enforce the Rule of 1756, a 
British maritime doctrine. The rule principally declared that trade closed to a 
neutral nation in time of peace could not be opened in time of war. The rule was 
enacted because Britain had blockaded France's ability to send goods to its West 
Indian colonies. America worked as an intermediary to transport goods from 
France and to the French West Indies. To circumvent violating the neutral rights 
rules, American ships would not go directly to the West Indies from France but 
make a stop in America first. By doing this, America could contend that it was 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid: 9. 
18 Ibid: 9. 
19 Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1965.; Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1989. 
8 
freely trading with France and not commercially gaining by helping France send 
goods to its colonies?O 
It was not just spite that led Great Britain to increase restrictions on 
American trade with France, but an act of desperation. Great Britain was 
struggling greatly against France, and their only advantage was the sea. If 
America could help France bypass the British blockade it would damage Great 
Britain's best weapon. To accompany this challenge, Great Britain was losing 
royal sailors to American merchant ships. In retaliation, the British were forcibly 
enlisting seamen from American merchant ships. In the early 19th century, the 
British Navy practiced a policy of impressment. Conditions were generally poor 
on British Naval ships, and the risk of injury or death was high. Sailors were paid 
little if paid at all. Such conditions led British Naval men to desert the Royal Navy 
for American commercial ships, which paid more and presented much more 
tolerable living conditions. In response to this fact, the British routinely performed 
searches of American merchant vessels searching for deserters. Since there 
were no grand distinctions between American merchant sailors and British 
sailors, the British forced many American sailors into British naval service. 21 
Impressment was a constant agitation to the American government. 
Impressment resulted in arbitrary deprivation of a citizen's liberty without a fair 
20 Ibid.; Langguth, A.J. Union-1812-. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
21 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
9 
trial, and such actions were seen as a violation of America's national 
sovereignty.22 
Spite was a key component to Great Britain's actions. The British were 
struggling financially as they were locked out of trade on the European continent. 
America was viewed as a country capitalizing off British misfortune. Already not 
fully respecting America as a world power, this perspective did not bode well with 
the British people. None of these issues were new. The reason these infractions 
had not previously led to war was because of the Federalists' sympathy for 
Britain. The Federalists valued compromise over confrontation.23 Though, with 
the Federalists losses in the early 1800s the Republicans came into Congress 
with Anglophobic views that would resist all compromise. 
In the election of 1810-1811 nearly half the incumbents in Congress lost 
their seats. The radical change was that of the ideological stance of the new 
Congress' leadership. New congressional leadership came from the frontier, in 
Henry Clay. He had served two terms in the United States Senate before moving 
to the House of Representatives, where he was elected Speaker of the House in 
his first term. Clay revolutionized the Speaker position. He wielded a power that 
the office had never before. He turned the position into one of true party 
leadership.24 Clay and other Republicans were cast as "war hawks" by their 
Federalist counterparts, and by most literature written about them. However, it is 
22 Brown, Roger H. The Republic in Peril: 1812. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1964. 
23 Perkins, Bradford. Prologue to War: Eng/and and the United States 1805-
1812. Berkeley, California: University of California Press, 1963. 
24 Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965. 
10 
argued that they were not as pro-war as they were often labeled. Historian 
Roger Brown argues that this is part partisan misunderstanding and part 
historical mythology. Whether or not Clay and his colleagues were the "war 
hawks" they had been labeled, they did play down the evils of war, and like 
President Jefferson before them, predicted a relatively easy war for America to 
win to strengthen the nation's prestige.25 It is argued that the term "war hawk" is 
overused and that for the most part has lost its meaning. In this case it refers to 
Republicans who took the lead in proposing new and stronger measures, against 
Great Britain, that ultimately led to war.26 Clay was able to pack important 
congressional committees with either anti-British or pro-war Republicans. Clay 
gave no credence to the Federalists or even moderate Republicans. Through a 
series of legislative build ups Clay and President Madison began preparing the 
country for war.27 
President Madison was not always an eager supporter of Clay and his 
pro-war congressmen; however fear of being seen as weak, incompetent 
president, and the strong possibility of losing a re-election bid, Madison became 
a more willing participant in passage of forceful federal legislation. 
25 Brown, Roger H. The Republic in Peril: 1812. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 1964. 
26 Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1965.; Brown, Roger H. The Republic in Peril: 1812. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1964. 
27 Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1965.; Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1989.; Perkins, Bradford. Prologue to War: England 
and the United States 1805-1812. Berkeley, California: University of California 
Press, 1963. 
11 
Madison had long been criticized for his lack of competence in dealing with 
foreign affairs. The Republicans wanted to make a strong stance against Great 
Britain, therefore were easily manipulated by Napoleon. The British issued the 
Orders in Council-a series of decrees. The most significant Order was the 
regulation of neutral trade with the European continent. It placed a blockade on 
all British ports, which excluded British goods and required all neutral countries 
wishing to trade with those ports to stop in Britain and pay a transit fee first. In 
retaliation, the French issued the Milan Decree, which proclaimed that any 
neutral ships adhering to British trade regulations or allowing a British search of 
its ships were subject to seizure by the French.28 Both acts made trade with the 
European continent nearly impossible. "If American ships complied with the 
French decrees, they were subject to seizure by the British; and if they submitted 
to the British decrees they could be seized by the French.,,29 Both countries 
acknowledged their policies went against international trade law, and both 
contended they were forced into taking extreme measures. In retaliation, 
America issued its own series of embargos. Though they became increasingly 
more lenient, they had devastating affects on the American domestic economy. 
They had such a terrible affect Republican critic, John Randolph, declared that 
the embargo was like an attempt "to cure corns by cutting off the toes."30 After 
failure of the embargos, in May of 1810, Congress passed Macon's Bill #2. The 
28 Ibid. 
29 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989: 18. 
30 Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965. 
12 
bill reopened trade with Britain and France with the clear position that it would 
reinstate the embargo with any nation that restricted their neutral rights. 
Napoleon jumped at the opportunity to use the American decision to his 
advantage. He sent a letter to the United States promising French cooperation, 
and even releasing some American ships to prove his sincerity. France agreed 
to suspend its Continental Decrees if America caused Britain to respect their 
neutrality rights. France had no real intention of keeping its promise to America. 
France not only reneged on their promise, it increased enforcement of the 
Continental Decrees, even against American ships that were not in violation. 
The purpose of the offer allowed enough time to increase tension between the 
United States and Great Britain.31 While the United States and Great Britain 
debated their issues, primarily over the Order of Council, Napoleon effectively 
deceived the Republicans and President Madison. This mistake by the United 
States only made negotiations with Great Britain even more unclear, and served 
as proof of why historians question the competence of President Madison.32 To 
save his presidency Madison chose to support the war effort. 33 
AFRICAN AMERICAN SOLDEIRS AND THE WAR OF 1812 
31 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
32 Benn, Carl. The War of 1812. New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 
2003. 
33 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989.; Benn, Carl. The War of 1812. New York: Routledge, 
Taylor & Francis Group, 2003. 
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On June 18th 1812, the fledgling country of America once again declared 
war on Great Britain.34 Two decades previously America had gained its 
independence, the country still felt as though it was subject to the tyranny of its 
former ruler.35 For this reason, the War of 1812 is often considered America's 
second war for independence. Great Britain was known for naval control of the 
waterways. Prior to the war the British restricted and harassed American 
merchant vessels-- often under the guise of searching for British naval deserters. 
This was a popular method Great Britain used to collect sailors for their navy-
with some alleged deserters not being deserters at all. 36 
Angered by infractions by the British, America declared war. As in 
previous years, African-Americans, free or enslaved, were barred from 
participating in the war effort as enlisted American soldiers. However, by 1814, 
America's need for more troops facilitated the introduction of African Americans 
as fighting men.37 With racial restrictions lifted, free African Americans joined the 
United States armed services in large numbers. Most free Blacks served abroad 
America's army, navy, merchant ships, and as privateer. As state militias 
became more desperate for manpower they, too, began accepting free Black 
34 Ibid. 
35 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
36 Ibid 
37 Foner, Jack D. Blacks and the Military in American History: A New 
Perspective. New York: Praeger Publisher, 1974. 
14 
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fighters. 38 America was not the only country soliciting the services of black 
military help. 
The War of 1812 would be the last time the United States and Great 
Britain would ever find themselves on opposing sides of a military conflict. Its 
implications are far reaching however the war confirmed once and for all 
American Independence. Results of the war allowed Great Britain to keep 
Canada, and were able to get enslaved African Americans to support them in 
their war effort.39 As mentioned earlier free African Americans were used as 
soldiers for both the Americans and British. Some slaves were used with the 
permission of their masters, serving for the promise of freedom.40 
For British, the offer of freedom to obtain Black military support in their war 
efforts against America is not new to the War of 1812. Apparently only the white 
population had forgotten Lord Dunmore's Proclamation. Nearly thirty-five years 
prior, Lord Dunmore's Proclamation offered the first large-scale emancipation of 
slave and servant labor in the history of colonial British America. It grew out of 
Dunmore's efforts to counter an impending attack on his capitol of Williamsburg 
by patriot militia in the spring of 1775, when he several times threatened to free 
and arm slaves to defend the interest of the royal government. By the time 
Dunmore retreated offshore, he gathered thousands of slaves seeking refuge. 
His November proclamation commanding Virginians to support the Crown or be 
38 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
39 Ibid. 
40 Foner, Jack D. Blacks and the Military in American History: A New 
Perspective. New York: Praeger Publisher, 1974 
15 
judged traitors formally offered freedom to all slaves and indentured servants 
belonging to rebels willing to bear arms for the Crown. Within weeks, several 
hundred slaves, many with their families, fled to British lines. Likewise during the 
War of 1812, with visions of "liberty and happiness" in the West Indies prominent 
in their minds, an estimated 3,000 to 5,000 slaves from Maryland and Virginia 
fled to the British.41 In April 1814, British Vice Admiral Alexander Cochrane 
issued his own proclamation welcoming aboard all slaves who wished to 
immigrate to Britain. All fugitives had the choice of either serving with British 
forces or being sent as free settlers to British possessions in North America and 
the West Indies.42 
Feedback from naval officers during the War of 1812 on how African 
Americans had favorably received the British encouraged ColoniallWar Secretary 
Earl Bathurst to issue new orders to the new commander-in-chief Vice Admiral 
Sir Alexander Inglis Forrester Cochrane. Cochrane was to go into the 
Chesapeake and encourage full African American family emigration. 
Cochrane prepared a proclamation to implement his special instructions; 
he also informed his new second in command to establish a suitable place in the 
Chesapeake to serve as a campaign base-- a general gathering point for 
refugees. Cochrane's Proclamation reads as such: 
By the Honorable Sir ALEXANDER COCHRANE, 
K.B. 
41 Cassell, Frank A. "Slaves of the Chesapeake Bay Area and the War of 1812." 
The Journal of Negro History (Association for the Study of African-American Life 
and History Incorporate), April 1972: 144-155. 
42 Foner, Jack D. Blacks and the Military in American History: A New 
Perspective. New York: Praeger Publisher, 1974 
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Vice Admiral of the Red, and Commander in Chief of 
His 
Majesty's Ships and Vessels, upon the North 
American 
Station, &c. &c. &c. 
A PROCLAMATION 
This is therefore to Give Notice, 
That all those who may be disposed to emigrate from 
the United States will, with their Families, be received 
on board of His Majesty's Ships or Vessels of War, or 
at the Military Posts that may be established, upon or 
near the Coast of the United States, when they will 
have their choice of either entering into His Majesty's 
Sea or Land Forces, or being sent as FREE Settlers 
to the British possessions in North America or the 
West Indies, where they will meet with all due 
encouragement. 
GIVEN under my Hand at Bermuda, this 2nd day of 
April, 1814. 
ALEXANDER COCHRANE. 
By Command of the Vice Admiral, 
WILLIAM BALHETCHETT. 
GOD SAVE THE KING43 
Cochrane improved upon Dunmore's Revolutionary proclamation by 
providing for anyone who wished to leave America, not just able-bodied fighting 
men. To process the thousands of emigrants, the British established a base 
camp on Tangier Island in Chesapeake Bay. Most of these runaway slaves 
43 Grant, John N. "Black Immigrants into Nova Scotia, 1776-1815." The Journal 
of Negro History (Association for the Study of American Life and History 
Inocorporated) 58, no. 3 (July 1973): 253-270. 
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served the British as spies, sailors, laborers, and guides.44 Through the use of 
free and enslaved African Americans the British were effective in disrupting the 
social order in several American states by forcing America to not only deal with 
the British, but also contend with great losses of property, and loss of elements of 
social and domestic control. 
The British navy recruited a number of Blacks from the United States to 
fight against the Americans. Historian Donald Hickey asserts the British did not 
offer freedom to American slaves for humanitarian reasons, but rather to deprive 
certain regions of a critical labor force, and to incur fear by inciting general slave 
revolts among American slave holders by promising freedom in return for joining 
British naval campaigns.45 More than two hundred such Black men participated 
in marine battles at Bladensburg, Washington, and Baltimore. 
To help encourage African American support, Cochrane used his Corps of 
Colonial Marines. This Corp had been recruited a few years prior on the islands 
of Marie Galante and Guadeloupe. Soldiers who had come in January became 
sergeants and corporals in the new Corp, and those that remained served as 
senior officers throughout the Corps existence. However, the increasing number 
of refugees created an unforeseen problem. 
The droves of African Americans became a problem. Cochrane's 
proclamation worked extremely well, and many families flocked to British 
warships. The influx of women and children on ships during wartime was 
44 Foner, Jack D. Blacks and the Military in American History: A New 
Perspective. New York: Praeger Publisher, 1974. 
45 Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Urbana: University 
of Illinois Press, 1989. 
18 
problematic. Ships had to make concerted efforts to transport non-military 
refugees to either Bermuda or Nova Scotia. Some were held on the warships, 
others were taken to Tangier Island off the coast of Chesapeake Bay used, by 
the British as a post during the war. 
Following the war some concessions had to be made and several African 
American refugees were returned to slavery in America. "Cockburn felt obliged to 
agree a certain group of refugees as being an exception, and gave instructions 
for them to be returned .... The musters show that the refugees handed back 
included around four of the newly enlisted Colonial Marines, with possibly others 
who had volunteered ... but not enlisted.,,46 These African Americans had to return 
to their slave masters with the stain of rebelling against their masters, and 
America. Weiss does not tell the fate of these returned slaves, but slaves that 
showed a glimpse of exercising free will were often liberally punished, so for 
slaves who took up arms against their masters and the country one could only 
image the type of horrors they faced when they were returned. 
However, most of the Black marines were retained, and their number had 
swollen to account for six companies called 3rd Battalion Colonial Marines. 
These men were initially stationed in Bermuda to help build and maintain the 
Royal Naval Dockyards. There were also constant attempts to get the soldiers 
transferred to the British Army, but those requests were futile, until the 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army offered to give the black soldiers their 
46 Weiss, John M. The Merikens: Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-
16. London: McNish & Weiss, 2002: 10. 
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own regiment. The soldiers preferred to hold Cochrane to his promise to 
establish a free settlement for them in a British colony. 
On August 20, 1816, the soldiers were sent to Trinidad. Upon arrival they 
were organized in villages based upon their military company with local 
leadership derived from their military rank. In 1821, a party of Black emigrants 
from Nova Scotia joined them. To relieve some of the problems in tension in 
Canada, African-Americans were offered to relocate to Trinidad, but the party 
that came in 1821 was the only one that accepted the offer. 
More Black Americans soldiers were also sent to Trinidad. These African 
Americans were recruited and fought for British officer Edward Nicolls who was 
stationed in the Gulf of Mexico. He was to lead an assault on western Georgia 
that was supposed to meet Cockburn'S forces on Georgia's Atlantic coast. He 
was also to recruit Black and Native American future marines on the way. Nicolls 
never made it to the Atlantic coast. He was diverted in Pensacola and Mobile, 
West Florida (presently Florida and Alabama respectively) but he had still 
managed to accumulate approximately three hundred additional marines. Even 
after the Peace Treaty had been signed Nicolls and his marines remained 
stationed near Louisiana and Spanish Florida. However, eventually they did 
leave the region. In May and July of 1815, two groups from Nicolls' regiment 
were sent to Trinidad near Port of Spain. In November of the same year another 
group, 3rd Battalion, was sent to Manahambre near Company Villages. Later this 
group would become part of the Islands Company Village towns.47 
47 Ibid. 
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America also greatly benefitted from African American participation in the 
war effort. "In October [1814], the New York legislature authorized the enlistment 
of 2,000 Black troops, including slaves whose masters would receive their pay 
and bounty while the Blacks would receive their freedom."48 What is also often 
overlooked is the fact that when America purchased Louisiana, it inherited an 
organized and disciplined Black militia-- composed of free Blacks. These 
soldiers served the French and Spanish valiantly during their occupation of the 
Louisiana territory. However, after the Haitian Revolution fear of possible 
collusion with angry slaves led to the Black militia being disbanded by the U.S. 
government. In 1807 there was an attempt to reactivate the militia, but this 
attempt failed. Upon witnessing a five hundred men slave force marching 
towards New Orleans, many members of the free black population joined them.49 
Even with a reputation for quality and brave service, there was still 
reservation surrounding the use of Black troops in combat scenarios. Mainly the 
result of white paranoia that Black troops would be incited to turn against 
Americans by the British. Apparently this was not a large enough fear to keep 
General Andrew Jackson from recruiting the use of Black soldiers. Jackson was 
in Mobile, West Florida desperate for troops. Jackson promised Blacks the same 
pay, rations, clothing, bounty money, and 160 acres of land that white soldiers 
48 Foner, Jack D. Blacks and the Military in American History: A New 
Perspective. New York: Praeger Publisher, 1974: 23. 
49 Ibid. 
21 
received. 50 This decree effectively dashed the hopes of the British, who sought 
widespread sympathy and support of free Blacks in Louisiana. 
On January 8, 1815, at least 600 African American troops effectively aided 
Jackson in inflicting the worst defeat the British suffered that year. However, 
despite these efforts, Black soldiers did receive what Jackson promised them. 
He offered glowing praise of the soldiers' ability and bravery. In a letter to 
President James Monroe, Jackson demonstrated that interaction with African 
American soldiers had not altered his racial prejudice. Jackson's letter reported, 
"that the inclusion of free blacks had been a choice between having them 'in our 
ranks or ... in the ranks of the enemy",.51 So, it is apparent that like in the 
American Revolution the service of Black soldiers, though appreciated at the 
time, did little to alter the perception of African Americans within the eyes of their 
white countrymen. 
The results of post War 1812 for African Americans, free and enslaved 
produced multiple results for the black soldiers who participated. Many African 
Americans who fought for the United States received what had been promised. 
Although, others were not given credit for their services and had trouble reaping 
any benefit. On the British side, African Americans who joined British ranks were 
treated in various ways. 
Like the Americans, the British did a poor job of keeping promises. 
However, the British did follow through for some African Americans. The vast 
majority of slaves who fought with the British appear to have shared one of three 
50 Ibid. 
51 Ibid: 25. 
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similar fates. Some African American volunteers were sold back into slavery, or 
contracted out as apprentices, in the West Indies after the war. A significant 
number of black Americans and their families were relocated to Canada as free 
black citizens even though slavery would not be officially abolished in British 
territories until 1834. Nova Scotia in particular would become the new home for 
a large number of these freed African Americans. Nova Scotia had been used 
previously as a relocation site for African Americans who had fought or supported 
the British during the Revolutionary War. Although historians state that most 
Black refugees who were sent to the British West Indies were resold into slavery, 
military records show that not all African Americans who fought for the British 
were sent to the West Indies as slaves. 
In 1815 and 1816 Trinidad welcomed over seven hundred Black 
American, refugees from the War of 1812. The majority found their new homes 
in the south of the island around the Mission of Savanna Grande, now known as 
Princess Town, in areas known as "Company Villages". The soldiers that were 
the founders of the Company Villages were part of a great unparalleled, African 
American emigration, the most significant departure from slavery between the 
Haitian Revolution of the 1790s and British abolition of slavery in the 1830s. The 
"Merikens" (as the Africans American soldiers were called locally) in the 
Company Villages had been members of the Corps of Colonial Marines, who saw 
fighting service with the British in the War of 1812. Members of the Corp were 
garrisoned after the war on the island of Bermuda for fourteen months and 
disbanded in Trinidad in 1816 to form a new free Black yeomanry class in 
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Trinidad.52 By the next decade thousands of African Americans were relocated 
to Trinidad by the British and by their own efforts. 53 
The governor of Trinidad had much to do with their arrival. As Governor of 
Trinidad in 1813, Sir Ralph Woodford petitioned the British government for the 
use of several of these ex-soldiers. He was appalled to find Trinidad still a wild, 
forested place and he wanted the soldiers to help in clearing the island. 
Woodford thought black soldiers were ideal candidates for this work as the British 
had ended the slave trade to their American colonies in 1807. To appease 
Woodford's request, the British Secretary of State for the Colonies approved the 
sending of six Black companies and their families to Trinidad. Woodford decided 
the best place to settle them was in the thickly forested area near a former 
Spanish mission, the natives called La Misi6n de Savana Grande. The soldiers 
and their families numbered 574 members. They were disillusioned on their 
arrival to find that they were in a wilderness instead of fine homes as they had 
been promised. They forever held resentment toward Woodford for the 
deception but set out busily to establish homes for themselves.54 
Though displeased with their conditions the companies began to transform 
the wilderness. The trees fell with the wood being used to build their homes. 
They planted crops, and while the gardens grew they depended on Amerindians 
of the former mission for food. They also set about the task of making roads. 
52 Weiss, John M. The Merikens: Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-
16. London: McNish & Weiss, 2002. 
53 Ibid. 
54 Anthony, Michael. Towns and Vii/ages O-/. April 4, 2011. 
www2.nalis.gov.ttllResearch/SubjectGuide{fownsandVillages{fownsandViliages 
Dl/tabid/274/Default.aspx?PageContentID=444 (accessed April 4, 2011). 
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Road making was the most crucial and difficult task of all. Being dirt roads, they 
were almost impossible to maintain without official help, and this help never 
came. These settlers were for decades ignored by the government. They had 
transformed the area into plantations of cocoa, coffee, and sugarcane the 
problem remained how to get their produce to market. Matters remained much 
the same over the succeeding decades and roads became of such critical 
importance that in 1888 a descendant of one of these ex-soldiers told a Royal 
Commission of Enquiry: "The people we would elect to help us would know how 
much we are suffering for roads ... " . 55 The African American settlers who were 
relocated to Trinidad were not the only ones who were set free yet still misled by 
the British as to the conditions of their relocated homes. 
A common place of relocation for ex-slaves by the British was Nova 
Scotia, Canada. Nova Scotia was a place British were used to using to relocate 
African Americans-even to the dissatisfaction of white residents who already 
lived there. They had done it before with African Americans who supported the 
Crown during the American Revolution. Like their Trinidadian counterparts, 
these ex-slaves were promised something greater than what they received. 
They were freed, but conditions for them in Nova Scotia were far from ideal. 
"After the War, Nova Scotia suffered a serious recession; at the same time, 
European immigration increased. The result was intense competition for very 
few jobs.,,56 The colonial government spent more time trying to figure out how to 
55 Ibid. 
56 Whitfield, Harvey Amani. Blacks on the Border. Burlington, Vermont: 
University of Vermont Press, 2006. 
25 
get rid of the new black population than figuring out long-term solutions to their 
economic crisis. The ex-slaves arrived in need of medical attention, food, and 
shelter. They had no place to settle, and their paltry government rations left them 
hungry. Lieutenant Governor Sir John Sherbrooke failed to institute the British 
policy for dealing with liberated slaves.57 Though free life in Nova Scotia was far 
from ideal, and for all intent and purposes considerably worse than that of 
Trinidad settlers-- it was not slavery. 
SLAVES AT SEA 
Life at sea was a difficult one. Sailors often complained of the slave like 
conditions they endured. White sailors complained of unchecked authority 
aboard ships. Many Whites felt as if they were slaves themselves. They were 
rarely given adaquate provisions. They were beaten to enforce discipline. 
However, compared to life on a plantation slaves eagerly accepted a role on a 
ship.58 By the late 1700s Blacks, free and enslaved, worked at sea in every 
colony that would become the United States. Outside of the general appeal of 
greater independence that a plantation would offer, but Blacks gravitated to 
egalitarian nature of the Navy. 
Slaves were used throughout the "New World" as seamen. Life at sea for 
a slave resulted in independence and insight that was not permitted on a 
plantation. Slave participated in seafaring at every level, from cabin boy and 
57 Ibid. 
58 Curtin, Philip D. The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex: Essays in 
Atlantic History. New York, New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990. 
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cooks to pilots and captains.59 Enslaved pilots and captains were acclaimed for 
their mastery of navigating a vessel. The enslaved regularly took charge of 
coastal vessels in the Chesapeake and lower South. Such ability aided efforts of 
resistance. During times of war slaves were willing to pilot enemy ships into their 
master's territory. A number of slaves not only escaped, but escaped with his 
master's ship.6o 
Being at sea offered slaves a type of liberty and autonomy that did not 
exist on plantations. Slaves on ships were far less supervised; therefore, had 
greater mobility. They were viewed in high esteem among the other slaves. 
Frederick Douglass would describe the difference. He described the plantation 
as being "secluded and out-of-the-way places ... seldom visited by a single ray of 
healthy public sentiment.,,61 Therefore, slaves who could experience life outside 
their immediate surroundings were held to a special esteem. Douglass would 
add in reference to his cousin, a cabin boy who worked on the ~hip of Douglass' 
former master Captain Thomas Auld, that "he was always a sort of hero amongst 
us .... ,,62 Like Douglass' cousin, these slaves brought back stories and 
information that placed them in the hierarchy of slave society. 
Slaves holders understood the concern of allowing slaves that had 
experienced the sea to interact with the slaves that had not. Slaves at sea and 
on land working in martine based industries as a neccesity, therefore slave 
59 Bolster, W. Jefferey. Black Jaks: African American Seamen in the Age of Sail. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997. 
60 Ibid. 
61 Douglass, Frederick. The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass. Boston: De 
Wolfe and Fiske Company, 1892: 37-38. 
62 Ibid: 37-38. 
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owner would attempt to strategically monitor and control maritine slave 
interaction with plantation slaves. This was not always an effective strategy. 
Slaves coming from sea did not just bring a larger worldview. Black sailors had 
more genuine knowledge of what civilized life was, and how that stemmed from 
Iiberty.63 
The psuedo-liberty Black sailors expierenced resulted in some harsh 
realities. Though many slaves worked at sea and occupied a wide range of 
positions, most of the positions were menial labor occupations with little 
opportunity for personal advancement. Slave that did find themselves in highly 
regarded positions such as captain or pilot often found that status on a ship did 
not translate to shore. Therefore, what became a common option was to 
runaway for a while to experiment with the pyschological challenges necessary 
for independent living, but not in a manner where he could not return. Black 
sailors often functioned inside a type of gray area between slavery and a type of 
psuedo-freedom through flight, voluntary return, and recapture.64 
Like plantation slave who were sent to collect mail or worked in close 
proximity to whites, slave seamen acted as a line of information about the 
dealings and conditions of the world to the other slaves. They played a vital role 
in the resistance efforts. Many slaves found their freedom through the sea.65 
COLONIAL MARINES WHO SETTLED IN TRINIDAD 
63 Bolster, W. Jefferey. Black Jaks: African American Seamen in the Age of Sail. 




Little research has been done in studying the African American 
involvement in the War of 1812, on the side of the British. Books that have 
included information concerning African American involvement lack true depth. 
Frank A. Cassell in "Slaves of the Chesapeake Bay Area and the War of 1812" 
and John Weiss, Merikens: Free black American settlers in Trinidad 1815-16 
sum up the bulk of the research. Research that has been done on African 
American settlers in Trinidad has been almost exclusively done by John McNish 
Weiss. 
As previously discussed, during the War of 1812 thousands of slaves 
seized the opportunity to emancipate themselves. Weiss proclaims that the War 
of 1812 provided the largest slave emancipation between the Haitian Revolution 
in 1791 and the ending of slavery in the British Empire in 1834. He asserts that 
initially slaves just ran off to British ships offering their help in return for freedom, 
and by 1814 the British actively recruited African Americans as Marines. The 
British sought the recruitment of African Americans, especially slaves on the 
assumption that following the Haitian Revolution there was a general belief 
slaves would rise up against their owners if given the opportunity. 
As the British expected, the further they entered the Chesapeake Bay the 
more slaves left their holdings in search of freedom. As a relocation effort the 
British initially relocated these slaves to Bermuda. There were those that worked 
in dockyards, and others shipped to various British colonies. For many African 
Americans this newfound freedom was not as grand as they had hoped. Many 
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bBacks that worked in the dockyards found their treatment and workload not 
fitting a free person. 
Those who were not seen as fit to work were issued another fate. The 
British used the same policy they used on confiscated slave ships. This policy 
called for the local Collector of Customs on a particular island to take 
responsibility for the ex-slaves and "apprentice" them out to local employers--
usually for a 14-year period. The British did not see this practice as necessarily 
returning these former slaves back to slavery. The justification was that these 
former slaves would be afforded the opportunity to learn skills they would need to 
be able to be productive citizens. 
As in the Caribbean island, Nova Scotia, Canada also was, not an ideal 
site for ex-slaves to begin a new life. "On arrival in Nova Scotia they met an 
inclement climate and, as the numbers grew, an administrative incompetence 
that gave them poor ground and inadequate clothing and food for the harsh 
winter,,66 
Trinidad was unique in its need for labor, at a time when British 
abolitionists protested the further importation of slaves. The British government 
attempted to recruit Europeans and Chinese laborers to no avail. The War of 
1812 offered the British a grand opportunity. They were able to send 
"acculturated and Europeanized African Americans" to Trinidad to perform 
necessary labor. According to Weiss, governors and ministers considered these 
American refugees the model settlers for several decades. The word of the 
66 Weiss, John M. The Merikens: Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-
16. London: McNish & Weiss, 2002: 5. 
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newly established Company Villages reached free blacks in America. Many 
came to join their fellow African Americans in Trinidad. A few thousand families 
migrated to Trinidad; the majority was from urban areas. Most had a problem 
coping in rural Trinidad, and returned to America. Others stayed established 
settlement at Gilmore Hill near the Company Villages.67 
67 Ibid. 
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ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The recruitment of Colonial Marines was not a national effort. There is 
evidence of slaves leaving bondage for the British from a wide variety of 
locations, but what is known about the Colonial Marines is that they almost 
exclusively came from Southern Maryland, the Chesapeake Bay region, 
Southeastern Virginia, Southeastern Georgia.1 The soldiers that enlisted varied 
greatly in age from seven to forty-nine. 2 The data also shows that the 
Companies were not randomly generated, but were often inclusive of slaves that 
ran away together, were from the same plantation, or same region. Companies 
Five and Six were almost entirely gathered from Georgia-and enlisted in 1815. 
This was opposed to members of Companies One through Three that all enlisted 
in 1814, and was from Maryland or Virginia. Company Four is the first company 
to receive soldiers from Georgia. Unlike in the Chesapeake Bay region, all 
Georgia enlistment occurred in 1815.3 A conclusion that can be drawn is that the 
Colonial Marines were recruited along Vice Admiral Alexander Cochrane's 
ordered Eastern invasions. 
1 Ibid. 
2 Dusinberre, William. Strategies for Survival: Recollections of Bomdage in 
Antebellum Virginia. Charlottesville, Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 2009. 
3 Weiss, John M. The Merikens: Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-
16. London: McNish & Weiss, 2002. 
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Cochrane established a post on Tangier Island to act as a recruitment 
center for runaway slaves. Tangier a small island located in the Chesapeake 
Bay near Virginia. Its location was within a reasonable distance for slaves 
leaving plantations around the Chesapeake Bay near Virginia and Maryland. It 
was illustrated British ships were often in rowboat distance from the Maryland 
and Virginia shore. 1 There does not appear to be any correlating data between 
the distance a slave was from the Tangier Island to how soon he enlisted. 
Cochrane sailed from the Chesapeake Bay down America's east coast to 
southeastern Georgia-which was known as the "rice coast".2 In Georgia, British 
Admiral George Cockburn was ordered to establish a similar post on Cumberland 
Island off the coast of Camden County Georgia. In 1815 British used the island 
the same way they used Tangier Island, as a recruitment center. Cumberland 
Island is located off the coast of Camden County, Georgia- southeast of Glynn 
County. Camden and Glynn Counties are where most of the Marines from 
Georgia originally came. The Marines from Georgia were from less diverse 
locations, and many escaped from the same owners. The locations of Cochrane 
and Cockburn's forces are directly related to the enlistment and recruitment of 
the Six Companies of Colonial Marines. 
Through the literature of slavery in these regions of the United States at 
this time, it can be concluded that most of the Marines that enlisted were from 
1 Cassell, Frank A. "Slaves of the Chesapeake Bay Area and the War of 1812." 
The Journal of Negro History (Association for the Study of African-American Life 
and History Incorporate), April 1972: 144-155. 
2 Smith, Julia Floyd. Slavery and Rice Culture in Low Country Georgia 1750-
1860. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1985: 16. 
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similar situations before they escaped slavery. According to literature on slavery 
in the early nineteenth century it is highly likely that the Marines from Virginia and 
Georgia escaped from plantations. In nineteenth century, tobacco and wheat 
plantations dominated southern and eastern Virginia. Tobacco had been a 
staple crop since Virginia's founding, and by the mid-1800s wheat plantation 
profits rivaled those of southern cotton plantations.3 Given the geography of 
where most of the Marines came from in the state of Virginia it can be reasonably 
construed that most had experience on a wheat or tobacco plantation. 
In Eastern Shore and southern Maryland slavery began as a replica of 
eastern Virginia. Tobacco and wheat were the region's chief cash crops. 
However, by the early nineteenth century soil depletion ruined enough land and 
coupled with abolitionist movements, Maryland scaled back its number of slaves. 
Though, for most slaves working on large plantations tobacco and wheat 
remained the dominant crop. The Chesapeake also has a well-documented 
seafaring slave population. Most slaves who were not on a plantation were in 
some capacity working either at sea or for the shipping industry.4 Eastern Shore 
Maryland gave way to a thriving maritime economy.5 Slaves assisted with oyster 
3 Dusinberre, William. Strategies for Survival: Recollections of Bomdage in 
Antebellum Virginia. Charlottesville, Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 2009. 
4 Bolster, W. Jefferey. Black Jaks: African American Seamen in the Age of Sail. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997. 
5 Anderson, Harold. "Slavery, Freedom, and the Chesapeake." Maryland Marine 
Notes Online 16, no. 2 (March-April 1998). 
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and crab fishing in the region. Most accounts of the former slaves that 
constituted the Six Companies of Colonial Marines are slaves from plantations.6 
Georgia was predominately a plantation society. Most of the Marines that 
came from Georgia came from the southeastern counties of Glynn and Camden. 
These counties are located on the Rice Coase Rice cultivation required some of 
the highest numbers of slaves; therefore, Glynn and Camden Counties had some 
of the highest percentages of slaves in the state. Its rice plantations were also 
some of the largest in the state. By the mid 1800s slaves accounted for seventy-
six percent of the total population of Camden County and seventy-three percent 
of Glynn County.8 It is a fair assessment that the majority of Marines from 
Georgia came from large rice plantations. 
6 Cassell, Frank A. "Slaves of the Chesapeake Bay Area and the War of 1812." 
The Journal of Negro History (Association for the Study of African-American Life 
and History Incorporate), April 1972: 144-155.; Weiss, John M. The Merikens: 
Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-16. London: McNish & Weiss, 
2002. 
7 Smith, Julia Floyd. Slavery and Rice Culture in Low Country Georgia 1750-
1860. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1985. 
8 Smith, Julia Floyd. Slavery and Rice Culture in Low Country Georgia 1750-
1860. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1985. 
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CONCLUSION 
As can be determined by the literature review there is no dearth of written 
information on the War of 1812. It is also clear that there has been some interest 
into the role African Americans played in the War regardless of side. However, 
what is so glaring in the portion contributed by Weiss is that there has been little 
research done on who the African American Colonial Marines were that were 
settled in Trinidad. Even Weiss, who offers the most comprehensive detail on 
the subject of any author, hits many roadblocks in trying to draw connections. 
Even he is not sure of the overall numbers of slaves that emancipated 
themselves during the War of 1812. He also acknowledges that trying to match 
British records with slave claims is very hit and miss, and even perceived hits can 
possibly be inaccurate. 
Research limitation of this subject also includes that almost every book 
that cites African American involvement in the War of 1812 in reference to the 
British cite Weiss as their source. Though Weiss offers much in terms of an in 
depth look at how the British treated African Americans, why they treated them 
that way, and what they did with them after the war, but he is the only one who 
has written the story of these African Americans. Cassell wrote the article, 
"Slaves of the Chesapeake Bay Area and the War of 1812" to offer insight into 
how slavery played a part in the War of 1812, but it focused more on how the 
British were able to use slavery as a tool to gain allies among America's Black 
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population.1 It does not offer an account of who these slaves were, how 
they were recruited, and what were their lives like post war. As a result, the only 
detailed conclusions that have been written are those of Weiss, and one person 
being the only authority on the subject means more research still needs to be 
done-- this even Weiss suggests. 
It is clear that there were far more slaves that escaped slavery to the 
British, the recruitment of Colonial Marines followed a strict pattern. Research 
gives way to several broad conclusions. First, the Marines were recruited in very 
specific locations. Essentially slaves from the Chesapeake Bay region of both 
Maryland and Virginia made up the bulk of the 1814 enlistees. Georgia became 
the second Marine recruitment center in 1815. The Tangier and Cumberland 
Islands were close enough to the main land that it would not be difficult for 
runaway slaves to find a way to the islands or the British to ferry back and forth. 
The Chesapeake Bay was a hub for Black sailors; therefore securing a means of 
transportation was available to slaves coming from plantations. It is likely that 
most of the Marines came from plantations, especially in Georgia. In the 
Chesapeake Bay region, especially in Maryland the use of slave was far more 
diverse. More than likely there was a healthy mixture, but all accounts would 
point to the majority coming from either plantations or dock works. Many of the 
Marines came from the same owners-owners who were known to have large 
plantations. This may give way to the reason why the Marines were so equipped 
1 Cassell, Frank A. "Slaves of the Chesapeake Bay Area and the War of 1812." 
The Journal of Negro History (Association for the Study of African-American Life 
and History Incorporate), April 1972: 144-155. 
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to know how to cultivate the wilderness that they found themselves in, once they 
arrived in Trinidad. It is evident by some of the owners in which the Marines 
came from held some of the largest holdings of land. 
As Marines these soldiers occupied several roles, and some gained rank. 
The wide age range of the enlisted men indicates a wide variety of usefulness 
among them. Rank was used to establish leadership in the villages once settled 
in Trinidad. Once the Colonial Marines arrived in Trinidad, the literature shows 
that the Marines were not stagnate, and that much movement occurred after 
settlement. 
Many scholars have taken up the challenge to document the truth about 
African Americans in the United States; however there are glaring deficiencies in 
researching this topic. One deficiency is that of perspective. Nearly every 
source used, including myself, has fallen victim to viewing African American 
involvement through their use by the American government, slaveholders, British 
government, and British military officials, but not as independent actors. The 
closest literature that provides and alternative point of view is Jefferey W. Bolster 
in Black Jaks, but his book is more about the roles and life of Black sailors and 
not about how they exact agency in the War of 1812. There are very scarce 
accounts of the will of the Marines. Most accounts of the individual Marines were 
garnered from their former masters. Agency that Black people receive is by 
acknowledging the fact that most left on their own without non-Black people 
intervening-there is an account of a slave owner claiming his slave was taken 
38 
forcefully.2 Some of the slaves had been runaways for a considerable amount of 
time before enlisting as Colonial Marine. Other than that, they are just seen as 
pawns that were shifted and used by both opposing governments, with the British 
seeming slightly more humane. But was that because it was not their slaves that 
were being set free? Another deficiency was pointed out in the last section. It 
appears that Weiss is the only authority of at least the Marines and refugees that 
were sent to Trinidad. Whitfield and Grant tell us about the refugees that went to 
Canada, but fortunately in that case they are by far not the only sources on those 
refugees. There is little account of what happened to the refugees that were 
resold into slavery, or as Weiss and others put it, contracted out as apprentices 
in the Caribbean. There is acknowledgment, though very limited, on the 
Company Villages. There is almost no mention at all in any book about the 
refugees settled elsewhere, such as the group near Port of Spain, or those that 
were left in Bermuda, or any that went to England. It is clear that there are many 
holes in the story of African Americans in the War of 1812 participants. Outside 
of what happened to African American sent to Nova Scotia, Canada, there is 
plenty of room for research. Some suggested research directions that need to be 
explored are a more in-depth look at slave owners that could give greater insight 
to what conditions did the slaves come from. By doing so it may be possible to 
gain greater insight into what were some of the common tasks performed by the 
Marines while they were still enslaved. It would be of interest to know the criteria 
2 Weiss, John M. The Merikens: Free Black American Settlers in Trinidad 1815-
16. London: McNish & Weiss, 2002. 
39 
of what it took for some Marines to earn rank as opposed to others. Also, what 
was the method of dividing the slaves who came to the British, but did not enlist? 
Who decided who went where and what criteria did they use. Lastly, the 
conditions of the land in the part of Trinidad that they settled was known, and the 
fact that the Companies flourished in their circumstance, but how did they do it 
has yet to be answered. 
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AfRICAN AMERICAN, BRITISH COLONIAL MARINES: WAR Of 1812 
APPENDIX 
Lname FName Approx State Last Known Co. 1823 Rank at Enlistment Owner Plantation Reported Escaped Misc. Estate 
Yrof 
Birth 















































Maryland! Virgini8 Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Maryland! Virgini8 Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1788 Maryland St. Mary's, MO 1 st 
1788 Virginia York, VA 1st 
1792 Virginia Northumberland,' 1st 
1791 VII"ginia Northumberland,' 1st 
1802 Maryland! Vlfgini8 Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Maryland/ Virginia Potomac River 1 st 
1790 Virginia Northumberland, ' 1 st 
178. Maryland Calvert, MO 1st 
1799 Virginia Lancaster, VA 1st 
179. Maryland S1. Mary's, MO 1 st 
1790*2 Virginia King George, VA 1st 
MaryiandlVirgini8 Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1793 Virginia Westmoreland, VI 1st 
1797 Maryland Patuxent River, M 1st 
Maryland 1st 
1792 Maryland st. Mary's, MO 1st 
1793 Maryland Calvert, MO 1 st 
Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1788 Virginia Northumberland,' 1st 
Maryland Calvert, MO 1 st 
Maryland/ VIrginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1792 Virginia Northumberland,' 1st 
1798 VlI'"ginia Westmoreland, VI 1 st 
Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Maryfand/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1796 Virginia Elizabeth Cityl Ha 1 st 
Haydon Ezekiel! ZickeV Mark Virginia Northumberland, \ 1st 
Holty Peter Maryfand/Vlrginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Holmes Harry MarylandlVwgini8 Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Homer George Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Hooten John Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Hudgins Philip Virginia Mathews, VA 1st 
Hudgins Davy 179.-96 Virginia Mathews, VA 1st 
Hull Robert 1796 Virginia Mathews, VA 1st 
Jackson Philip 1787 Maryland Prince George, M 1st 
Jackson Aaron/ Isaac MaryiandJ Virginia Potomac River 1 st 
Jomson Frank 1793 Virginia Westmoreland, VI 1st 
Joins Frank Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
















Smith John 1 














Vlfginia Northumberland, \ 1 st 
1792 Maryland Somerset, Mo 1 st 
Maryfand/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1 st 
1790-2 Maryland/VIrginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1785 Maryland St. Mary's, Mo 1 st 
Maryland/Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Maryland/Virginia Chesapeake, Mol1st 
1791 Virginia Northumberland, \ 1st 
Virginia Northumberland, ' 1 st 
Maryland! Vlfginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1789 Virginia King George, VA 1st 
Maryland/Virginia Potomac River 1st 
Virginia Middlesex 1st 
Maryland/ VIrginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
179. Virginia Mathews, VA 1st 
Marytand/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1792-<4 Maryland Calvert, MD 1st 
1796 Virginia Westmoreland, VI 1 st 
Maryland/Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1777 Virginia Northumberland, \ 1st 
Maryland! VIrginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1787 Virginia Westmoreland, VI 1st 
Virginia Northumberland, ' 1st 
Maryland/Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
1793 Virginia Westmoreland, VI 1st 
Wilson Edward Maryfandl Vltginie Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Wood Joseph 1792 Maryland St Mary's, Mo 1 st 
Wood Georgel Joshua Maryland Patuxent River, MIst 
Womun George Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 1st 
Fletcher James 1791 Virginia Accomack, VA 2nd 
Gayles David 179.-96 Maryland Somerset, Mo 2nd 
Western Billy Maryland! Virgini, Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Wiggans Joseph 1789 Virgilia Northumberland, ' 2nd 
Ambrose William Maryland/ Virgini, Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 




































Maryfand Chesapeake, Mo 2nd 
1789 VlI'"ginia Westmoreland, VI 2nd 
179. Maryland/ Virgini' Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Virginia Potomac River 2nd 
1796 Maryland/ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
179. Virginia Northumberland, ' 2nd 
1797 Virginia King George, VA 2nd 
1788-94 Virginia Northumberland, ' 2nd 
1778 Virginia NOf1humber1and, ' 2nd 
1792-93 Maryland Patuxent River, M 2nd 
1801 Virginia Mathews, VA 2nd 
Maryland/ VlI'"gmia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
1786 Vlfginia Westmoreland, VI 2nd 
1794 Virginia Mathews, VA 2nd 
1797 Virginia Westmoreland, VI 2nd 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
1795 Maryland Calvert, Mo 2nd 
MarylandJ VIrginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Maryfand Patuxent River, M 2nd 
1789-90 Virginia Richmond, VA 2nd 
Corporal 












































05/18/181. Winder, John 05/1211814 
07/31/181. 07/1811814 
08/10/181. Hopewel, Ja Patuxent Riv 07127/1814 
05/18/1814 Shield, Robert 01123/1814 Melchezidek Howard, Jacob Ray, and C 
05/181181. Eskridge 0.108/1814 
10/05/1814 oowmng, Samuel 10/01/181. 
08/0211814 08/021181. 
071081181. 07106118U 
081221181. CockriR, John 0812211814 
07/16/181. Bond, John 1 Patuxent Riv 07/'./181. Ben Mason 
07131/181. CabeD & Tue Rapahanock 0041221181. 
06/201181. Plater, John SI. Leonard'! 06/121181. 
10/08/1814 Dade, TOWhl Hooe's Ferry 10/03/1814 
071311181<4 07/1811814 
10110/181. Stowers, Thomas 10/09/181. 
07/21/181. 071211181. 
05/181181. Colbourne, E 05/181181. 
0612011814 Thompson, F Patuxent Riv 06/05/1814 
08/04/1814 Rawlings, Sl Patuxent Riv 08/0111814 
07/311181. 07118/1814 





08/0.11814 Cox, Sally J. Potomac RhI 071281181. 
0712511814 Bucker, Elizabeth 
07131118U 
08/0<4/181. 









061281181. Hudgins, Houlder 06125/1814 
06128/181. Hudgins, John L. 0612511814 
05/181181. Patterson, J( Mobjack Ba~ 03/01/1814 
0712511814 Carrol, Chari Upper Marlb, 07/181181. 
10/081181. 10/031181. 
07124/1814 lewis, Samll Nominy 07/18/181. 
061281181. 061251181. 
08/0411814 Kilgour, WiUi; 5t. Mary's 07119/1814 
11/061181. Redman, Jol Potomac Riv 11106/1814 
10115/181. Sudler, William 10/1511814 
081221181. 081221181. 
09/19/181. 09/171181. 




11117/181. Null, Sarah 
10107/181. Null, Sarah 





























McCarthy, AI Nominy CreE 10/03/181. Anthony Floc blacksmith Pope's Cree. 
0711611814 
10/05/181. Langley, William G. 
11/17/1814 
07/2711814 lewis, Samuel 
05/18/181. 
081221181. 









06/121181. Plater, John St. Leonard't 061121181. 
08/1U/1814 08/0./181. 
05118/181. 07/05/1814 
0512311814 Fletcher, Thomas 05120/181. 
05123/181. Gale, Mrs. John 05123/1814 
05/18/181. 01/03/1814 
061061181. Ball, Thoma! Wiccomico F 06/01/181. 
09/17/181. 09/171181. 
06128/181. Bohannon, William 061251181. 
10/0711814 Bames, Thomas 10/07/181. 
07125118'4 Lee, Richard Nominy 07/18/181. 
05/181181. Winder, John 0511211814 
10115/181. 0912811814 
091211181. 09/1611814 
05/18/181. Claughton, P Chesapeake 11/0311813 
07128/1814 Hooe, Abrah Hooe's Ferry 07/17/181. 
11/171181. Cockrill, John 11/13/1814 
1110611814 Conway, Thomas 1010<41181. 
07116/1814 Broome, MaryAnne 0711211814 
07/04/181. Dawson, Thomas 06129/1814 
09117/1814 09/17/181. 
07124/181. Lewis, Samll Nominy 07/18/181. 
07/0.11814 ElHot, John R. 06129/181. 
10/08/181. McCarthy, AJ Nominy CreE 10/0311814 
06/301181. 061251181. 





05125/1814 oarby/Oarle\ Upper Famh 05/13/1814 
Bushford Est. 
Bushford Est 
Booths & POI 
house*servant 
carpenter 
Dies in 5th Company 
Bushford Est 
John Taylor Pope's Ctee~ 






Maryland Patuxent River, M 2nd 





st. Mary's, MD 2nd Gone 
Hampstead Nat Elizabeth Cityl Ha 2nd 
Hampstead Toby 1194 Virginia Mathews, VA 2nd 
Henderson Charies 1186 Marytand/Vlrginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Hill Joshua 179. Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Hudgins Lewis Virginia Mathews, VA 2nd 
Hudgins CurreU 179. Virginia Mathews, VA 2nd 
James Charles 118. Virginia Lancaster, VA 2nd 
Jarvis Samuel 1184 Maryland/Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Johnson David Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Johnson James Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Jones James Maryland! Virginia Princes Island 2nd 
Leader Matthew 1193 Maryland St. Mary's, MD 2nd 
Lively Peter Maryland Chesapeake, MD 2nd 
Lucres Paul 1193 Virginia King George, VA 2nd 
Mason Ben Maryland Calvert, MO 2nd 
Moore Jacob Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Parker James 1192 Virginia Northumberland, \ 2nd 
Pamf Pain Dymond 1190 Maryland Calvert, MD 2nd 
Pennick Benjamin Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Pitt Leven 1196 Vrrginia Accomack, VA 2nd 
Reven Levi 1180 Virginia Accomack, VA 2nd 


























Virginia St. Mary's 
Marytand! Virginia Potomac River 




2nd Virginia Accomack, VA 
1792 
1801 Maryland Calvert, MO 2nd 
Maryland! Virginia Potomac River 2nd 
Maryland Calvert, MO 2nd 
1789 Virginia Richmond, VA 2nd 
Maryland Calvert, MO 2nd 
1192 Virginia King George, VA 2nd 
Virginia Chesapeake, VA 2nd 
Marytand! Virginia Potomac River 2nd 
Virginia Northumberland, ' 2nd 
Maryland! Virginia Potomac River 2nd 
Maryland! Vlfginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
1803 Virginia Northumberland, \ 2nd 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Maryland! Virginie Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 2nd 
Maryland! Virginia Princes Island 2nd 
1184 Virginia Northumberland, \ 2nd 
Maryfand! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 


















0812211814 Hooe, Abrah Hooe's Ferry 0812211814 
08/0211814 0810211814 
1012111814 Armistead, P Hampton 08122/1814 











Hudgins, John L. 06125/1814 





1010911814 Manning, Co Potomac Ri .. 101021181. 
06/1711814 06/1711814 
10/08/1814 Hooe, Abrah Hooe's Ferry 10108/1814 
01/1611814 Brook, John Patuxent Riv 0111211814 Robert Boom 
0712511814 07/1811814 
0112411814 Parker, George 01118/1814 
0113111814 Parrann, Jan Patuxent Riv 01/1111814 
0812211814 0812211814 
01116/1814 Wise, Tully 01116/1814 





01116/1814 Somerville, \I Patuxent Riv 01113/1814 
0512511814 Silverthorn, John OS/20/1814 
01/1611814 Somerville, \I Patuxent Riv 0711./1814 
07131/1814 07126/1814 
06106118'4 SomerviUe, \I Patuxent Riv 06/0611814 
05125/181. DarbylDarle\ Upper Famh 05113/18'4 
01131/1814 Bilnngsby, Tt Patuxent Riv 0111711814 
09111/1814 Stuart, David 09/1711814 
06/28/1814 
0810411814 
05/1811814 Pinchard, Cyrus 
07/3111814 
10/0111814 






























































0811511814 Custis, John 





























Hudgins John! Jack 
Hudgins David 
1796 Virginia Westmoreland, V, 3rd 
1793 Virginia Lancaster, VA 3td 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3td 
1174 Virginia Northumberland, , 3td 
Maryland/ Virginia Potomac River 3rd 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3td 
1195 Maryland St. Mary's, MD 3td 
1794 Virginia Richmond, VA 3td 
Virginia Westmoreland, V, 3rd 
Maryland! Virginia Potomac River 3rd 
Maryland 51. Mary's 3rd 
1794 Virginia Northumberland, \ 3rd 
1190 Virginia Accomack, VA 3rd 
Maryland Chesapeake, MO 3td 
Virginia Northumberland, \ 3rd 
1793-95 Maryland Calvert, MO 3rd 
Maryland! Vlrginitl Chesapeake, MOl 3td 
Marytand Patuxent River, M lrd 
Marytand! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
1184 Virginia Richmond, VA 3td 
Marytand! Virginie Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
1179 Maryland Calvert, MO 3td 
1798 Virginia Mathews, VA 3td 
Maryland Patuxent River, M 3rd 
Marytand! Vrrginie Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
Maryland! Vltginie Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
1196 Virginia Westmoreland, V, 3rd 












Hutchinson Edmund! Edward 
Marylandf Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 






















Chesapeake, MD 3rd 
SI. Mary's 3rd 
Calvert, MD 3rd 
Westmoreland, V, 3rd 
1798 Vlfginia Northumberland, \ 3rd 
1199 Maryland Catvert, MD lrd 
1789 Maryland! Vlrginie Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
1192 Virginia King George, VA lrd 
1188 Virginia Lancaster, VA 3rd 
1181-90 Maryland Calvert, MD 3rd 
1181 Virginia Westmoreland, V, 3rd 
1789 Virginia Westmoretand, V, 3rd 
Westmoreland, V, 3rd 
King George, VA lrd 








1184 Maryland Prince George, M 3rd Gone 
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01131/1814 Bailey, Robe Potomac RN 0111811814 
05/18/1814 Cabell & Tue Rapahanock 04/18/1814 
08/19/18'4 08/1911814 
08/2011814 Hughlett, Est Potomac Ri'f 0810611814 
08/~/1814 07128/1814 
10/0811814 11/0111814 
08/1211814 Brook, John Potomac Ri'f 07128/1814 
08/04/1814 Austin, Chap Yeocomico F 01/28/1814 
08/1911814 McCarthy, A Nominy CreE 08/1911814 
08/0411814 01128/181. 
0811011814 Clocker, Ben Potomac Ri'f 01128/1814 
08/041181. Hughlett, Est Potomac Ri'f 01128/1814 
08/1511814 Custis, John 0811211814 
08131/18'4 Dent. William 0813111814 
08/10/1814 Downing, Edward 11/0611813 




10/0911814 Carter, Chari Potomac Riv 10/09/181. 
08/03118-14 01121/18'4 
01131/1814 Bond, John 1 Patuxent Riv 01118/1814 
06128/1814 Armistead, Ralph 0512111814 
09/~/1814 
09/11/1814 











08/19/1814 Jackson, Jot Jackson's Cr 08/19/1814 
08/2511814 Shaw, Neal H. 08/25/1814 
01131/1814 WilHams, Bel Patuxent Riv 01118/1814 
08112/1814 Atwell, Riche Kinsale 08109/18'4 
08/04/1814 Nutt, Sarah Potomac Ri'f 01/2811814 
01131/1814 Wikinson, G Patuxent Riv 01118/18'4 
09111/1814 09/16/1814 
10108/1814 Hooe, Abrah Hooe's Ferry 10/03/1814 
05/18/1814 CabeM & Tue Rapahanock 04/2211814 
081111181. Somerville, \I Patuxent Riv 01113/1814 
10/0811814 McCarthy,AJ Nominy Cret 10/03118'4 
01/24/1814 McCarthy, AI Nominy CreE 01118/1814 
10/08/1814 McCarthy, AI Nominy CreE 10103/1814 
01131/1814 Ashton, Geol SI. Mary's 07/2311814 
09/04/1814 Beale, Aquila 08/28/1814 
Dies in 5th Company 
Dies in Lingua Village 
Dies in 3rd Company 
Booths & POI 
Dies in Cooper Bronte Est. 





















































Bartleyl Birleyl Barthol( Virginia Middlesex 3ed 
Robert Marylandl Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
John Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
Abraham 1795 Virginia Accomack, VA 3rd 
Jeffery Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
Henry Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
James MarylandJ Virginia Potomac River 3rd 
Daniel Maryland Patuxent River, M 3rd 
Peter Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake. MOl 3rd 
Peter MarylandJ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
Henry Virginia Westmoreland, VI 3rd 
Nelson Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl ltd 
Suther MarylandJ VlI'"ginia Chesapeake, MOl ltd 
Jerry Virginia Northumberland, ' 3rd 
Thomas Maryland! Vltginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
Guy Maryland Catvert, MO 3rd 
Emanuel MaryiandJ VlI'"ginia Chesapeake, MOl 3rd 
Jack 1792 Marylandl V"ginia Potomac River 3rd 
Job 2 Virginia Richmond, VA 3rd 
Tom Virginia Richmond, VA 3rd 
Benjamin 1776 Maryland! Vlfginia Chesapeake. MOl 3rd 
William 1792 Virginia Richmond, VA 3rd 
Th 1 Maryland Chesapeake, MD .th 
Barsle 1792 Maryland Calvert, MD 4th 
Ezekial! Zek, 1787 Virginia Lancaster, VA 4th 
Edmund 1795-96 Vlfginia Richmond, VA 4th 
John Georgia Ca, GA 4th 
James Georgia Ca, GA .th 
Pri1ce 1789 Virginia Richmond, VA .th 
George Virginia Richmond, VA .th 
Isaac Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
William Virginia Middlesex 4th 
John 1 1790 Maryland Calvert, MO .th 
Dean 1787 Virginia Chesapeake, VA 4th 
Be\lerlyl Revel Virginia Chesapeake. VA 4th 
Bob 1795 Georgia Ca, GA 4th 
Joseph 1793 Georgia Ca, GA 4th 
James Georgia Ca, GA 4th 
Simon 1790 Virginia Richmond, VA 4th 
Philip Virginia Rapahanock Ri\!e 4th 
Arthurl Arnold Virginia Rapahanock Ri\!e 4th 




Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
1794 Virginia Lancaster, VA 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 































































Williams Williaml Billy 
Williams Dennis 
Beale Lewis 













Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 
1799 Maryland Calvert, Mo 4th 
1792 Virginia Richmond, VA 4th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
1807 Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
Georgia Camden. GA 4th 
1795 Georgia Camden, GA 4th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 
1791 Virginia Lancaster, VA .th 
1797 Virginia Westmoreland, V, 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
1776 Virginia Essex, VA 4th 
1795 Maryland Patuxent River, M 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Ri\le 4th 
J in Africa Georgia Camden, GA 4th 
1795 Georgia Camden, GA 4th 
Georgia Camden, GA 4th 
Georgia Camden, GA 4th 
Virginia Essex, VA 4th 
Georgia Camden, GA 4th 
1790 Maryland Calvert, MD 4th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 




Richmond, VA 4th 
Essex, VA 4th 
Essex, VA 4th 
MaryiandJ Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 
1789 Virginia Richmond, VA 4th 
Maryland Patuxent Rivet, M 4th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 
1781 Virginia Westmoreland, V, 4th 
Virginia King & Queen 4th 
Virginia ~otomac Ri\!er 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Rive 4th 
1796 Vltginia Richmond, VA 4th 
Virginia Rapahanock Ri\!e 4th 
Virginia Essex, VA 4th 
1789 Virginia Richmond, VA 4th 
1784-89 Virginia Richmond, VA 4th 
1791 Virginia Lancaster, VA 4th 
1790 Virginia Mathews, VA 4th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 4th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl .th 
1765 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
1790 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
1790 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 






Northumberland, \ 5th 
Camden. GA 5th 
Camden, GA 5th 




























Left the island 













08/19/181. Chowning, James 
07/31/1814 
05/18/1814 















07131/18U· Fox, Joseph Potomac RhI 07120/1814 
08123/1814 08123/18U 
0812311814 08123/1814 
10/15/1814 Redman, Jol ~otomac RhI 0912911814 
08/19/1814 08/19/1814 
07/31/1814 Free 07/1711814 
07/2411814 07/24/1814 
08104/1814 07128/181. 
08/1211814 Beauchamp, Bushrod 08/08/1814 
08104/1814 Sydner, Johr Potomac RiIJ 07128/1814 
Free 
08119/1814 08/19/181. Dies in Canaan ViUage 
08110/1814 Levy, Ezekiel 08/0811814 
09/0611814 Skinner, Andrew 0.127/1814 
07/1611814 SomerviBe, \I Patuxent Riv 0711311814 
05/18/1814 Tucker & Ca Rapahanock 04/18/1814 Corotoman E 
05125/1814 Darby, John 05/13/1814 "very bright r Famham 
01/2811814 01127/181. 
01/30/1815 Andrews, Th Crooked Ri\!, 0111611815 Henry and Titus 
12111/1814 Weathers, J( Rapahanock 121101181. 
12110/1814 Yerby Jr .• Thomas 12/1011814 "was focibly taken and wer 
12110/1814 1211011814 
12110/1814 Chowning Jr., WiUiam C. 12/06/1814 
08104/1814 Dawkins, Wfi St. Leonard't 08/02/1814 
12110/181. Haynie 11/30/1814 
1211111814 1210111814 
01125/1815 Creighton, J( Crooked Riv, 01125/1815 
0112511815 Creighton, J( Crooked Riv, 01125/1815 
1211011814 12104/181. 
1211011814 Saunders, EL Upper Farnh 11129/1814 
1011211814 12104/1814 
05/1811814 0412211814 
12/10/1814 Carter, Chari Potomac RN 11130/181. 
12110/1814 1210511814 
12111/1814 oownman,'" Rapahanock 1112911814 
12110/1814 11/30/1814 











Dawkins, Wil St. Leonard'! 0810211814 







Johnston, Charles 02114/1815 
12/12/1814 12113/1814 
12/10/1814 Bait, Joseph Rapahanock 12/03/181. 
12/10/1814 Pearce/Penr Rapahanock 11130/1814 
12110/1814 12104/1814 






02114/1815 McNish, Willi Crooked Ri\l' 02114/1815 
02/1411815 McNish, Willi Crooked Riv, 02/14/1815 
0211411815 McNish, Willi Crooked Riv, 02114/1815 
0212811815 0212211815 







08/08/1814 Bourne, Jam Patuxent Riv 08/0211814 
12/11/1814 10/01/1814 
"grand-daughter said he w. 
12110/181. 12/10/1814 
12105/1814 Yerty, Willial1 Rapahanock 12105/1814 
12110/1814 Dangerfield, Rapahanock 12110/1814 
1211011814 Muse, Lawte Tapahanock 12110/1814 
12/12/1814 1211211814 
12110/1814 Smith, W. B. 11130/1814 
08108/1814 08108/1814 
1211211814 07/0311814 
12/1211814 Lee, Richard Nominy 07120/1814 
10/1511814 Taylor, Edmund 09128/1814 
10/1511814 09128/1814 
12/1111814 
12/1211814 McCarthy, EI Rapahanock 12110/1814 
11/30/1814 
1211111814 Muse Jr., James 12130/1814 
12/12/1814 Cockerill, John 12111/1814 
12/1211814 1211011814 
12110/1814 Ball, Joseph Rapahanock 12108/1814 
09/06/1814 Roy, James 03/10/1814 
12112/1814 121101181. 
1111711814 11/13/1814 
01/2911815 Parker, Sam Crooked Riv, 01/11/1815 
0112911815 TIsdale, Jad St. Mary's 01/1./1815 
01129/1815 Wood,John 01/17/1815 
Booths & Poc 
Bewdley Est< 
05/18/1814 Howard, Henry 0112311815 Jacob Ray, Charles Shields, and Thoma 
06/06/1814 Ball, Thomal Patuxent Riv 06/06/1814 
01129/1815 Andrews, Th Crooked Ri\!, 01/16/1815 James lind Titus 
0112911815 Andrews, Th Crooked Riv, 01/16/1815 James and Henry 
0112911815 Atwater, Em. st. Mary's 01/14/1815 




















































































































































































1780 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
1779 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Queerl Aquila! Quila 
Sandyl Sunday 
Tom 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 







Georgia Glynn, GA 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
1790 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
East Florida St. John's 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
1789 Georgia Camden, GA 5th 




Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Georgia Camden, GA 5th 
Georgia MilledgeviHe, GA 5th 





























Babcock, Clarissa Ann 




Cooper, Johl S1. Simon's 
Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 
Cooper, Johl 5t. Simon's 
Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 
Cooper, JON S1. Simon's 
Cooper, JON St. Simon's 
Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 
Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 
Frazer, John $1. Simon's 
Frazer, John St. Simon's 
Frazer, John St. Simon's 
Frazer, John $t. Simon's 
St. Simon's 
Floyd, Charles and John 
Floyd, Charles and John 
Floyd, Chartes and John 
Gibson, Willi; St. Mary's 
Goodbread, Phmp 




























02120/1815 Hamilton, Ja St. Simon's 02/1311815 
0212011815 Hamilton, Ja St. Simon's 02/0511815 
02120/1815 Hamilton, Ja St. Simon's 0211311815 
01129/1815 King, Thoma King B 01/1211815 
McClure, Co St. Simon's 02117/1815 
02117/1815 Ogilby, William 02117/1815 
01129/1815 Ogilby, William 01113/1815 
01129/1815 Parker, John 0111111815 
01/29/1815 Parker, Sam Crooked Riv· 01//24/1815 
01/2911815 Parker, Sam Crooked Riv' 01/2411815 
01129/1815 Parker, Sam Crooked Riv' 01/24/1815 
01129/1815 Parker, Sam Crooked Rivo 01124/1815 
01129/1815 Parker, Sam Crooked Riv' 01/24/1815 
0210611815 Russell, John 01/23/1815 
0112911815 0111611815 
0112911815 Smith, Jas & Mary 01/16/1815 
02109/1815 Suarez Cumberland 01124/1815 
0212511815 0212511815 
01129/1815 Wood, John 01/17/1815 
01/29/1815 Wood, John 0111711815 
0210311815 Wood, John 01/2211815 
01129/1815 Wood, John 01/18/1815 
02120/1815 Yonge, Henry 02120/1815 
05118/1814 Winder, John 05/1211814 
convicted of mudering Gee 
dies in 6th company 
















Jacob Virgima York 6th 
Sergeant 




































Daniel 1791 Georgia Camden, GA 6th 











1792 Maryland Somerset, MO 6th 
Florida Apalachicola, FL 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Pompey Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 




































Virginia Chesapeake, VA 6th 
1788 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1787 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1781 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1780 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1788 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1788 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1780 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1793 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1787 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1778 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1785 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1794 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 6th 
Virginia Chesapeake, VA 6th 
Georgia Camden, GA 6th 
Georgia Camden, GA 6th 
Georgia Camden, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1790 Maryland Patuxent River, M 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1775 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
1767 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 
Georgia Camden, GA 6th 
1790 Maryland! VlJginia Chesapeake, MOl 6th 
1783 Georgia Camden, GA 6th 




Westmoreland, V, 6th 
Camden, GA 6th 

















0211911815 Ba~ey, George 
10/15/1814 Beauchamp, Isaac 
10/15/1814 Beauchamp, Samuel 






02119/1815 Butler, Pjerc~ St. Simon's 02105/1815 
0211911815 Butler, Pjerc~ St. Simon's 02/0511815 
02119/1815 Butler, Pjerc~ St. Simon's 0210511815 
02119/1815 Butler, Piercl St. Simon's 02/05/1815 
02119/1815 Buder, Pierci St. Simon's 02/0511815 
0211811815 Butler, Piercl St. Simon's 02105/1815 
02119/1815 Butler, Piercl St. Simon's 02105/1815 
02119/1815 Butler, pjef(~1 St. Simon's 02105/1815 
0110311815 01/03/1815 
0211811815 Cooper,Jom St. Simon's 02113/1815 
02119/1815 Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 02105/1815 
02118/1815 Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 0211311815 
02118/1815 Cooper, Jom St. Simon's 02/1311815 
0211811815 Cooper, Jon St. Simon's 02113/1815 
02118/1815 Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 02113/1815 
02/18/1815 Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 0211311815 
02119/1815 Cooper, Joh. SI. Simon's 02/0511815 
0211811815 Cooper, Joll! St. Simon's 02113/1815 
02/18/1815 Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 0211311815 
0211811815 Cooper, Jom St. Simon's 02113/1815 
02118/1815 Cooper,Johl St. Simon's 02113/1815 
02/1811815 Cooper, Johl St. Simon's 0211711815 
0211811815 Cooper, Joll! St. Simon's 02113/1815 




02/21/1815 Floyd, Charles and John 02/05/1815 
0212811815 0212811815 
02119/1815 Gickie, JamE St. Simon's 02/05/1815 
09/O-i/1814 08130/1814 
09/04/1814 Hamilton, James 0210511815 
02118/1815 Hamilton, James 0211811815 
02120/1815 Hamilton,James 02/05/1815 
02118/1815 Hamilton, James 02105/18t5 
02119/1815 Hamilton, James 02119/1815 
02118/1815 Harrison, Robert 02118/1815 
02/18/1815 Harrison, Robert 02118/1815 
0212811815 02125/1815 
02l25/18t5 Johnston, William 0212511815 
0811211814 Lee, Richard Nominy 08/09/1814 
03/0111815 03101/1815 
0212011815 Matthews, E, St. Simon's 0210511815 
Dies 111 5th Company 




















Hiram 1791 Virginia 




AFRICAN AMERICAN, BRITISH COLONIAL MARINES: WAR OF 1812 
APPENDIX 
Northumberland. ' 6th Gone 1111711814 Nutt,Walter 
Glynn, GA 6th Dead 0212011815 Parland, John 
Camden, GA 6th 03/0111815 
Apalachicola, FL 6th 5th Company 07/0111815 






John Maryland! Virginia Chesapeake, MOl 6th 4th Company 10/15/1814 101151181. 
Pyramus Virginia Northumberland, \ 6th 11124/1814 Leland, B. M Potomac R~ 11/03/1814 
Lucas! Luciu 1792-93 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 02/1911815 Wiley. Alexal 51. Simon's 02105/1815 
Charles 1789-90 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 02/19/1815 Wiley, Alexa. St. Simon's 02105/1815 
Cyrus 1789-90 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 02119/1815 Wiley, Alexal St. Simon's 0210511815 
January 1774-75 Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 02119/1815 Wdey. Alexa! St. Simon's 0210511815 
John 1793·94 Georgia Glynn,GA 6th 02119/1815 Wiley, Alexat St. Simon's 0210511815 
Nero 1781-82 Georgia Glynn,GA 6th 02115/1815 Wdey, Alexat St. Simon's 02105/1815 
Richard 1795-96 Georgia Glynn,GA 6th 02119/1815 Wiley, Alexat St. Simon's 02105/1815 
Boatswain Georgia Glynn,GA 6th 02119/1815 Wiley, Alexat St. Simon's 02120/1815 
James Georgia Glynn, GA 6th 0212011815 WHey, Alexat St. Simon's 02120/1815 
Tony Florida Apalachicola, FL 6th 0710111815 1814/15 
Tom Georgia Camden, GA 6th 03/0111815 03/01/1815 
John Florida Apalachicola, FL 6th 07/01/1815 1814115 
52 
Moved to Savanna Grande 
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